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All for one and one for all at Boston Hostel

Camaraderie key
at 480-room
establishment

ROCHELLE
LASH

CHECKING IN

haring is the ethos at one
of the newest, most at-
tractive lodgings in Boston.

Hostelling International
has opened a 480-room estab-
lishment ideal for anyone
who wants to bed down in
a clean, safe, eco-conscious
environment with a lot of
extras: camaraderie, pro-
gressive functional design,
communal activities and an
international vibe. And all at
amazing prices.

The Boston Hostel has
three sleeping arrangements.
Dorms have either four or
eight bunks, and each dorm
has its own bathroom in the
hallway, so you are sharing
with your roommates. Dorms
are available in configura-
tions for male, female and
coed clientele. The hostel also
has 20 private rooms, suitable
for up to three people; each
has an ensuite bathroom
with a tiny sink and a shower.
In the private spaces, there is
the bonus of aflat-screen tele-
vision with DirecTV service.

Dorm guests have their
own so-called Custom Bed
Oasis — that’s the bunk bed
— with a good reading light,
multiple electrical outlets, an
individual locker and a safe
for valuables. The ironing
boards are handy if you have
been backpacking and now
have an appointment to meet
the parents or the boss.

Linens and towels are sup-
plied; for hygienic reasons,
the hostel requests that you
don’t use your own sleep-
ing bag, which might have
been in one too many public
places.

The hostel is brimming
with energy on all fronts.
Travellers from as many as 70
countries come through the
lobby. Young and old, they can
be seen draped over leather
sofas, deep in conversation or
madly texting.

The industrial design
gives the place a high-tech
feeling throughout, with
white-painted brick walls,
stairways of steel and oak,
and exposed pipes. The cafe-
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The new Boston Hostel is all about sharing — both dorm rooms and experiences.

teria tables are topped with
recycled aluminum sheeting
or reclaimed wooden planks,
and each corridor has its own
bright colour scheme.

The hostel is in a vibrant
neighbourhood between
Chinatown and the theatre
district, a few blocks from
Boston Common and Copley
Square.

It has been amajor hit—no
surprise, given the substan-
tial student power of this New
England intellectual hub.
The Boston Hostel is across
the street from the medical
centre of Tufts University
and across the Charles River
from Harvard University and
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, which are in
Cambridge.

“But we don’t only have
students,” said John Yonce,
Hostelling International’s
director of northeast oper-

ations for the U.S. “Many of
our guests come for academic
life — students, teachers, re-
searchers and visiting lectur-
ers — but the rest are travel-
lers of all ages.

“The only criteria are that
they are at least 18 years old
if they are travelling alone, or
that they are accompanied by
their parents, and that they
have a valid passport from
any country.”

The Boston Hostel encour-
ages its guests to meet and
mingle. It supplies board
games, a pool table, a TV
lounge, alibrary,a communal
kitchen, a pay-per-use com-
puter room and a self-serve
laundry. There are social
evenings devoted to trivia,
comedy, games or movies.

And the hostel wants its
guests to experience the com-
munity. Local Bostonians
volunteer to guide group out-

ings, which are free or at a
reduced cost. They might in-
clude bowling; a walk along
the historic Freedom Trail,
a TGIF pub crawl (for ages
21 and over); a trolley tour
of major Boston sights; boat
tours along the Charles Riv-
er; and visits to Fenway Park,
the beloved home of the Bos-
ton Red Sox. There are tours
of Harvard on April 19, May 3
and May 10.

We’ve saved money on
lodging, but we don’t want
to break the bank on food.
The Boston Hostel has your
best interests at heart here.
A cafeteria-style continental
breakfast of pastries and yo-
gurt is included in your stay,
and tea and coffee are avail-
able all day. The hostel offers
cookies at the front desk and
afree meal every Wednesday.

For those who like DIY
cooking, the district has sev-

The industrial-design dormitory rooms at the Boston Hostel
have private lockers and four electrical outlets per bed.

B[ YOU GO

Boston Hostel/Hostelling
International Boston, 19
Stuart St., Boston, Mass.,
888-464-4872, 617-536-
9455, bostonhostel.org.

Prices fluctuate: dormitory
bunk beds, $29.99-$59.99
U.S. per person, per night;
private rooms, $99.99-
$199.99 per night for up to
three people, all incl. contin-
ental breakfast, free Wi-Fi,
activities, all-day coffee
corner, Internet, indoor bike
storage, TV room, game area,

library, and access to kitchen
and laundry room. Extras:
Internet kiosks, some guided
activities.

Hostelling International
USA: 888-464-4872, hiusa.
org; Hostelling International
Canada: 800-663-5777,
hihostels.ca.

Boston tourism: 617-536-
4100, bostonusa.com; Mas-
sachusetts tourism: 800-
227-MASS/6277, massvaca-
tion.com.

eral Asian groceries and gen-
eral supermarkets, including
a Whole Foods, and the hostel
provides a large, professional
kitchen for all guests to use.
You simply label and store
your provisions. There is also
aworld of restaurants within
blocks — including Chinese,
Vietnamese, Malaysian and
Italian — where you can
score ameal for $7 to $20.

On the green front, the Bos-
ton Hostel was built to gold-
level standards as outlined by
LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design),
and is awaiting LEED certifi-
cation. The repurposed 1886
building has been refitted
with eco-friendly appliances,
products for laundry and
housekeeping, and systems
for water, light and heat. Its
white reflective roof helps in
cooling, plus it has energy-
efficient elevators, and uses

non-toxic or recycled paint,
wood, brick and steel.

Getting around town in
green style is easy, too. The
T (Boston’s subway, short
for Transit) has many stops
within blocks. And Boston
has launched Hubway, a bike-
sharing program with more
than 130 stations throughout
the city, including a recent
expansion to Cambridge,
Brookline and Somerville.
The first 30 minutes are free.

Hostelling International
has about 4,000 hostels in 80
countries. The Boston Hostel
is one of around 60 establish-
ments of Hostelling Inter-
national USA. Hostelling
International Canada has
roughly the same number; in-
cluding the Montreal Hostel
on Mackay St.

rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash
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FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA
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VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,

All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vi. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free
reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: 1-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or

$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80t Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge, renowned dining.

25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and some w/ Jacuzzi.
5 alpine resorts & tax- free outlets nearby. Fr.
$73ppdo(US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner (off main
menu) & XC ski/snowshoe trails from door. Details
& full menu online. 603-421-6146
www.StonehurstManor.com




